CHAPTER   XI
THE THIRD REPUBLIC AND THE CHURCH
I.   REPUBLICANISM   AND   ANTI-CLERICALISM
the inevitability of Republicanism had rallied to it many luke-
warm eleventh-hour supporters, who were bound to exercise a
moderating influence on party counsels in matters of taxation
(including railway nationalization), of changes in the adminis-
trative staff, of foreign and colonial policy, and serious
divergencies kept on appearing, which were not helped by
the personal quarrels of the leaders, Gambetta, Grevy, Ferry,
Cl&nenceau. On all those matters it would be difficult to
define even a Radical, let alone a Republican, doctrine. The
more settled the regime^ the more inevitable became the
multiplication of different tendencies and outlooks.
One question, however, did remain in the forefront, which
served, whenever raised, to separate the enthusiastic from the
lukewarm, and that was the question of the Church. If any
struggle was ever bound to be fought out, it was that between
French Roman Catholicism and French Radicalism. Every
event since the renewal in 1869 of the declaration of war pro-
claimed byMichelet and Quinet some twenty-five years before,
and by the Revolution ninety years earlier, had only emphasized
the alliance between Church and reaction, whatever the latter's
formal label. The Franco-Prussian War had not long come to
an end when the Conservative majority asserted that the placing
of restrictions on non-religious funerals was no violation of
freedom of conscience and of worship (June 1873) and declared
" of public utility " the erection of the Church of the Sacr£
Cceur, built " in expiation of the sin which had brought about
the disastrous war" (July 1873), while the legitimate Press
openly stated that the restoration of the Monarchy would
necessarily entail that of the Papacy's temporal power.
In the spring of 1876 the French bishops, obedient to an
injunction from Rome, petitioned Parliament " to employ all
possible means to ensure the respect of the Holy Father's inde-
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